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Preaghi d at Tiw verton. 


eu ux Nl ke. 
EcoLes, ri Fr. 

The Words of the Wiſe are as Goads, 

and as Nails faſtened by the Ma- 


flers of Aſſemblies, which are gi- 
ven from One Shepherd. 


SY) > WT HIS Book of Eccleſi- 
7 . * | 2/tes, from whence my 
7 r 1 Text is taken, is gene- 
8 rally ſuppoſed to have 
been written by Solomon 
in his Old Age, towards 
the Decline of his Life, 
and the Subject of it 

ſeems to be the Reſuit of his longeſt Ob- 

ſervation and Experience. 

4 H 8 


* 


EY 

He had made it the Buſineſs of his Life, 
as he tells us in the Verſe foregoing my 
Text, to find out acceptable Words : To diſ- 
cover ſuch Truths as would be of the high- 
eſt Uſe and Benefit to Mankind: And by 
what follows he ſeems to rejoice in the 
happy Accompliſhment of his End and Pur- 
poſe, and to be well pleasd with the Re- 


flection on the Succeſs of his Endeavours, 


That he had really been a Means of In. 


ſtructing the World in all ſuch neceſſary. 


Parts of Knowledge as might ſerve to influ- 
ence and direct the Conduct of Men in e- 
very Station, Circumſtance, and Capacity 
of Life, whether private or publick, civil 
or religious. For, ſays he, that which was 


Written was upright; tliat is, proper and 
expedient to be known. even Words of 


Truth ; Maxims built upon the eternal and 
immutable Reaſon of Things, and there- 
fore of undoubted Certainty, and ſuch as 
would deſerve our moſt ſerious Conſidera- 


tion and Regard; adding, in the. Words of 


my Text, the ſingular Advantages which he 


had obſerved ſuch inſtructive Leſſous, if right- 3 
ly apply'd, were for the moſt part attended 
with: The Words of the Wiſe are as Goads, 
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As by Wiſdom, Knowledge, Underſtanding, 
and Expreſſions of the like Import, ſo fre- 
quently made uſe of by Solomon in his Book 
of Proverbs and this of Eccleſiaſtes, is, no 
doubt, principally to be underſtood that in- 
tellectual Accompliſhment whereby the Mind 
of Man is directed to chooſe for its End 
and Object the moſt Noble and Perfect 
Good, and to purſue it by ſuch Means as 
are moſt ſuitable and proper for the Attain- 
ment of it; which, in ſhort, is nothing elſe 
but what we call religious Wiſdom, and con- 
ſiſts in the Proſecution of the ultimate and 
ſublime Happineſs of the Soul in Heaven, 
by a ſincere Obedience and ſtrict Confor- 
mity of our Thoughts, Words, and Acti- 
ons to the Will and Commands of GOD: 

So the Words of the Wiſe, here mentio- 
ned, are, by a plain and eaſy Analogy, re. 


7 fd: to the ſame Subject; and accordingly 
are commonly taken to imply all ſuch In- 


ſtruction, as directly and more immediately 
adminiſters to our Improvement in the 
Knowledge and Practice of our Duty to 


* GOD. And by the Two Metaphors of 
4 Goads and Nails we are given to under- 
= ſtand after what manner ſuch Inſtructions | 


_ opens, 


Maſters of 


(8). 


operate, and what Power and Influence they 


naturally have upon us. 


UNDER the former is deſcribed their 
quickening, animating, and inciting Virtue z 
by the latter the cloſe Adherence they gain, 
and the deep and laſting Impreſſion they 
are apt to make upon the whole Life and 
Converſation of thoſe who have been train'd 


up under ſo Divine an Iaſtitution. 


UnDpex this View of the Text, by the 
Aſſemblies are meant the holy 
Prophets and Paſtors of the Church, whoſe 
Office and Duty it is to teach and preach 
that Divine Law, Which in the next Words 
is ſaid to be given from. one Shepherd; i. e. 
which from Time to Time has been re- 
vealed from Heaven by God, the indul- 


gent Paſtor of his People, for their Edifica- 
tion and Comfort 1n all Ages of the Church. 


T HOUSE this kind of Taftrafion be 


what the Wiſe Man here principally recom- 3 
mends; and it mult be acknowledged by all 


to be the molt uſeful and the moſt neceſ- 
ſary that we can poſſibly receive; all other 


Knowledge whatſoever being but ſubſervient 
to 
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to it; yet foraſmuch as his Obſervatious are 
often calculated for the Purpoſes of com- 
mon Life, to regulate and direct our Con- 
duct and Deſigns, whether publick or pri- 
vate, with greater Hopes and Prohability 
of Succeſs in a Civil Capacity; I may 
therefore not unjuſtly extend his Meaning 
to the more general Signification of the 


Word WISDOM, as it comprehends the 
| Knowledge of any uſeful Truth whatſoe- 
ver, and a Power of applying it to all thoſe 


important Ends to which it hasa proper 


and more particular Tendency. 


AND accordingly by the Words of the 
Miſe, as moſt ſuitable to the preſent Oc- 


$ caſion, I ſhall underſtand thoſe Methods of 
1 cultivating Human Reaſon, which the Ex- 
2 perience of the World has found to be moſt 
* conducive to the begetting in us this moſt 
deſirable Perfection; more eſpecially that In- 
© flitution which in all civilizd Nations has 


ßprevaibd, of the Erudition of Touth in Schools 
of Learning: Where, by the Application of 


the Maſter's Skill and Induſtry, every one's 
"Finnate, peculiar Genius is diſcover'd, and 
drawn out into Life: Their Minds are for- 
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med - for all laudable Improvements, and 
the firſt Foundation is laid for thoſe No- 


ble and Great Atchievements which in the 
Progreſs of their Years come to render their 


Names Famous in their own and- future 
Generations. X 


To this Gone of the Phraſe before us 


the ſubſequent Parts of my Text have a ve- 


ry apt Correſpondence; and thaſe Rules and 
Leſſons which by our Preceptors and Tutors 


are infas'd into us in our Tender Years, are 


with great Propriety and Elegance repre- 
ſented by the Metaphors here made uſe of, 
and with no leſs Truth and Reaſon aſcri- 
bed to GOD, who is the Author of all 


aur Ezgowments, of what Nature, Kind, or 
Degree ſoever. | 


THE Words, thus introduced and ex- 


plained, ſuggeſt to our Conſideration theſe - 2 


Two kat f 


I. TAE great Advantages of an Inge- + 


nuous and Liberal Education: 3 2 

Morde of the Wiſe are as Goads, 
and Nails faſtened by the ety 
of Aſſemblies. 


II. From 


II. FE O N . they are derived: 
which are given from One _ 
herd. | 


Tak sE Two Points 1 call . 
to illuſtrate in my following Diſcourſe; and 


3 conclude, in the third Place, with a pro- 
per Application of the Whole. 


L.-T ſhew the Advantages of a Lear- 
ned Education is a Theme as copious as the 
Perfection and Happineſs of Human Life: 


All the folid ſubſtantial Pleaſure which a 
Man finds either in his own Breaſt or in 
the Things about him owe their Original 


and Riſe to the Power of it, being the 
fruitful Parent both of pr ivate and r 


Good. 


Bor I ſhall confine myſelf to' ſuch Par- 
ticulars only as are poiated out to us under 
the ſignificant Allaſions of the Text: And 
indeed what they in their reſpective Force 


4. and Import convey to our Minds, is ſuffi- 
F cient to recommend the Greatneſs and Va- 
lue of them. 


1 


T H't one repreſents unto us the more 
than ordinary Share which an Ingenuous. 
2 and 
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(12 ), 
and Liberal Education. has in the Forma- 
tion and firſt Production of all excellent 


Qualities in Man; the other exhibits to us 


the mighty Influence it has in compleating 


and finiſhing his Character. As 4 Goad, 


it excites and quickens the natural Dull- 
neſs, and improves the lazy, impotent Ef- 
forts of weak, unaſſiſted Reaſon into Vi- 


gour and Activity: And as Nails faſlened, 
it penetrates to the very Bottom of the 
Soul, takes deep Root in it, and cleaves 


and adheres to the entire Halit with fo 
firm a Tenacity, as never after to be ſe- 
perated or torn from it, without the ut- 
molt Violence to Nature. 


H a Þ Man continued in his original State 


of Innocence and Perfection, had he pre- 


ſerved unſullied the Br ihtneſs of that Dz- 
vine Tmage, wherewith he came out of the 
Hands of his Maker ; with his Appreher- 


ſion quick and lively, his Underſtanding clear 


and diſtin, his Judgment unerring, and his 


Will and Afe&ions under the ſtrict Regu- 
lation of his Reaſon; he might then have *7 


purſued and contemplated Truth in its na- 


tive Purity and Simplicity; devoid of all 
the Errours and Perplexities wherein it is 


now 
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(3) 

now involved, and by a kind of Intuition, 
rather than the tedious operoſe Methods of 
Diſcourſe, have arrived to ſuch a Degree of 
Knowledge, both ſpeculative and practical, 
as might on the one hand ſerve to gratify 


and entertain the Rational Faculties with 
the fulleſt Satisfaction; and on the other 


have amply provided lain with all thoſe uſe- 
ful Arts and Izventions, which ſo much 
contribute to the external Conveniencies 
and Comforts .af Late. 


Bur that aa Curſe which the Sin 
and Tranſgreſſion of our Firſt Parents de- 
rived upon the World, ſheds its Influence 
on Man with a more peculiar Malignity : 
His whole Frame and Conſtirution, by the 
juſt Judgment of GOD, is more than an 
equal Sharer with the reſt of the Creation 
in the diſmal and deplorable Change. The 
Earth no longer yields her Fruits, to ſu— 


ſtain his animal Life, without the painful 


OW 


K 


Ioil of the Body: In the Sweat of thy 
©} Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, ſays his angry 
60 D, Ger. iii. 19. And the Soul itſelf, 
whoſe purer Make and Compoſition migbt 
have been leſs affected by it, is as natu- 
rally languid and barren, and unable to ex- 
| | ert 
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alone that is able to recover and r 


i 
(14) 
ert itſelf, unleſs ſupplied with Strength, by 


the continued Labour and Exerciſe of its 


Powers. And as the one, by means of the 
ſame fatal Malediction, without repeated 
Care .and Cultivation, degenerates from its 


primary, more beneficial Productions, into 
Thorns and Thiſtles, and ſuch-like unprofit- 


able or noxious Weeds; ſo the other, when 
deſtitute of thoſe advantageous Improve - 
ments wherewith a good Education enriches 
and adorns it, 1s no better than a rude 
and deſolate Wilderneſs, overun with infi- 
nite Errours, or the darkeſt and groſſeſt Ig- 
zorance. Of which the preſent State of the 
Barbarons Part of the World is an unde- 
niable Example; whom if we compare with 
the more civiliz d Nations, the latter ſeem 
no leſs to excced the former upon Account 
of their Rational Improvements, by Educa- 
tion and Study, than the Wild untaught 
Savages, by Nature only, without thoſe 


Helps, may appear ſuperiour to the very 


Beaſts that periſh, whom God hath put in 
2 2 under their Feet. 


Ti is the Power therefore of Ele 


"5 
thoſe fad Defrfts of Nature ſince the Fall; 
which 


* 
1 
0 


cy) 


4 which by inſinuating its active Virtues in- 
. 4 to the Mind of Man, at a Time when 
he the Faculties of it are, as the Parts of his 
-4 Body, ſoft and flexible, and conſequently | 
its moſt ſuſceptible of Impreſſion, impregnates | 
to the latent Seeds of Knowledge at firſt im- 
t. lanted in it, giving them ſuch a Mea- 
Z ſure of their Original Force and Energy, 
81 as may produce their ſeveral Fruits in due | 
Perfection. 


Py 3 Ir diſplays the various Parts and Capa- 
„ ith which they are reſpe- 
2 1 cities of Men, with which they are reſpe- 


he 3 tively endued, determining them to thoſe 
Je. & Uſes which by the Author of Nature are 
*h 3 aſſign'd them, for the more exact Accom. 

em pliſhment of the wife Ends of his Provi- 
dence. 

int 

3 3 T HAT Su” of the Celeſtial Hire which 
* lies as it were ſmother'd under the Ruins 
5 3 of depraved Nature, and is the Fountain 
1 and firſt Motive of all Kzowledge within 
T us, glows again afreſh, when revived by 


the Application of an Heat ſo congenial to 
itſelf; and when once kindled, it ceaſes not 
to diffuſe its Warmth thro? the whole Man, 
till it has fired him with an Ambition of 
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| ( 16 ) 
excelling i in all Great and Generous Under- 
. 


Tux firſt e we — dit 
cover are thoſe only which are begotten in 
us by Senſe and Appetite; and if the Bent 
of them be not alter'd in Seaſon, and di- 
rected to more rational Purſuits, we ſoon 
come to think that there is no greater En- 
joyment, and conſequently no more neceſ- 
fary and important Buſineſs of Life, than 
to improve the Gratification of our carnal 
Luſts and Deſires: Our Thoughts are whol- 
ly taken up and imploy'd in refining upon 
ſenſual Pleaſures, and fink fo low at laſt as 
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to aim at no higher Character than that 1 


of a more * Brute. 


Tir by the Arts of Thinking = 
Reaſoning we are trained up to the Exer- 
ciſe of our Faculties, the Utder/tanding is 
wholly inſenſible to all the Charms of Truth. 
Or if the Minds of Men, by a peculiar 
happy Diſpoſition, have any faint Inclina- 
tion to an Acquaintance with it, yet ſtill 
their Enquiries after it are but Groping in 
the Dark for they know not what. So that 
finding won but Difficulty and Uncer- 
IE + tainty 
* 


n | *C x5.) 


> # tainty in the Purſuit of Truth, they ſoon 


rr 8 Aa 85 
grow weary of their Reſearches, and either 


give themſelves wholly up to Indolence and 


Inactivity, or divert their Endeavours to the 
common and more ordinary Affairs of Life, 
ſuch as may ſerve to bring them in a ne- 


bour of the Hands rather than the Brain : 


Ecclus. deſcribes them, i in their Hands. They 
hall not be ſought for in publick Councel, nor 
* ſit bigh is the Congregation : They ſhall not 
5 E t on the Judge's, Seat, nor underſtand the 
Sentence of Judgment: They cannot declare 
ig © Taſtice and Judgment, and they ſhall not be 


wit + und where Parables are ſpoken; but all 


their Defire is in the Work of their C * 
Ecclus. xxxviii. 33, * 


bh 
s is held out unto us by ſuch as have alrea- 
„dy trodden the unfrequented Path, we can 
trace out the Way that leads to the Tree 
„% Knowledge; from which a clear and o- 
pen Profpe& diſplays itſelf: Where we may 
* 9 freely and fully contemplate thoſe 'Beantes, 
t the Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of which is 


at once the moſt diſtinguiſhing 8 
an 


ceſſary Subliſtence only, and that by the La. 


M poſe Truft, as the Author of the Book of 


Bur by the Help of that - Light which 


pt r rr 


(BY) 


and the greateſt * of Human Na- 
tare. 1 7 


185 


ee and their Deſires after Truth | 

excited and put in Motion, the Force where- 
witli it acts upon the Mind neceſſarily ren- | 
ders thoſe Deſires impatient; their Pleaſure | 
Kill keeps, pace with their Knowledge, grows 
in Proportion to the Increaſe of it, and every 
Taſte they have of its delicious Reliſh rai- © 
ſes their Appetites for larger Dranghts. The 
Experience of ſuch ample and advanta- 
gious Returns engages Mens Curioſity, £ 
and ſets it on Work, and is the ſtron- 11 
geſt Encouragement that can poſſibly be to 
2 continued Progreſs in their Application 1 
and Induſtry; thro' the Help of which it 4 - 
grows at length by eaſy Steps to full Ma- 
turity; to ſuch a competent Degree of it at 
leaſt as never fails to give them that juſt | 
Preheminence in the Eyes of the World, 
which by univerſal, Conſent is allowed the 
Character of a Well-bred Gentleman a and a J 
. 1 
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F OR beſides the Killuealſi which e 15 a 
fuſion of ſuch Habit have upon the eſ- 
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ſential Parts of the Soul, the Underſ} anding, 
Judgment, c. to give them their due Lig ght 
and Force, and to regulate and direct em 
to their proper Offices and Employments; 
which is no mean inconfiderable Advantage 


of a Learned Education, and would, if it 


went no farther than the Mind itſelf be 
of ineſtimable Value: Beſides its Influ- 
ence within, it is impoſſible fo to reſtrain 
and confine its Power, but that it will 
exert and manifeſt itſelf in outward and 
ſenſible Effects. 


Ir the Words of the Wiſe, thoſe inftru- 
Qtive Leſſons we have been taught, come 
once to gain ſuch a Reception in our Breaſts 


as to remain, and make any Impreſſion 


there; they will not fail to digeſt their 


4 wholeſome Virtue into our Manners and 


Converſation: All the ProduCtions of a Mind 


1 thus inform'd and actuated will diſcover 
their Original, and the whole Offspring bear 
the fair and beautiful Image of their Pa- 
1 rept. | 


Hence 3 that Afability and Canr- 


* teſy of Behaviour, that Agreeableneſs of Ad- 


dreſs, which ſo much recommends and en- 
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dears the Converſation of ſome Men ; name- 
ly, from a Mind cultivated and ee by 
Education, and the Rules of polite Litera- 
ture. By this the native Ferity and Rough- 
neſs of Mens Manners is ſubdued and po- 


liſn'd, and from this the whole Train of 
thoſe amiable Virtues derive their Being and 
their Luſtre, by the mutual Exerciſe of | 
which that ſtrong Propenſion in us to So. 


ciety is improved into one of the moit var 
luable Bleſſings of Life. 


As the Graces of the Micn and Demea- 


nour, ſo likewiſe do thoſe of the Words | 


and Diſcourſe bear a Proportion to the PO 
liteneſs of our Education. That Elegancy 


of Taſte and Judgment, which the Mind 


has contracted by a right Way of Think- 


ing and Reaſoning, will upon all Occaſi- 


ons diſcover itſelf in the Language; the II- 


ſues of our Thoughts will be of a fi- 


fects reſemble their Cauſe; the Gravity, juſt 
Compoſure, and Delicacy of theſe wall, 1n all 
Probability, beget an equal Degree of Weight 
and Decorum in the other. 4 Wiſe Man' 


Wards, as the Son of Sirach obſerves, are 
| W - * 9 


milar Nature and Complexion with the 
Thoughts themſelves, as neceſſarily as Ef- 


( ar ) 


weighed in the Balance; that 1s, are. gene. 


rally ſignificant and material. And it is e- 
qually true of him whoſe Proficiency in 
Learning has gain'd him the Reputation 


and Character of a Scholar: When he ſpeaks, 


he ſpeaks well, and to the Purpoſe; there 
is ſomething in his Diſcourſe which attracts 
and commands our Attention and Regard, 


being always accompanied either with the 


Inftruction or Pleaſure of thoſe that hear 


it. Impertinence and Folly, as well as Rude- 
neſs and Indecency of Speech, are the cer- 
_ tain Indications of Want of Senſe and Good- 
1 


And then in the laſt Place, if we car- 


ry on our Obſervations to the Actions and | 


Imployments of a Man well educated, we 


ſhall find them conducted by a Spirit wor- 
thy of himſelf; that diſdains the low ſor- 


did Ends which engroſs the Time and Buſi- 
neſs of the Generality of the World as un- 
worthy of his more elevated and ſuperiour 
Genius; which aims at Higher Things, and 
urges him on to Nobler Purſuits, ſuch as 
may anſwer the great and important Ends 


of his Creation, and diſtinguiſh him in the 


public Service of 0 O D and his Country. 
| 80 
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So ſtrong, in ſhort, is the Impreſſion and 


Efficacy wherewith the Mind of Man is af- 


fected, by being early prepoſſeſs d with the 
Princi ples of Knowledge, that all Deſigns of 
more conſiderable Moment and Uſe , do 
owe their Birth and Accompliſhment to at, 


and tis that which. finiſhes and compleats 


the Character of the Wiſe and Great Man- 


Which finiſhes, I fay ; for tho ſome Men | 
may by the Strength of a ſprightly natu- 


ral Genius and their own Experience, do 


many brave and notable Exploits, yet there 


have been ſuch Faults and Imperſections ob- 
ſervable in their Behaviour and Manner of 


Life, which might have been corrected and 


amended by the Knowledge of Letters, as 


have ſullied and defaced the Beauty of all 


their other Excellencies, and fine Endow- 
ments. Not unlike to a fat and Juxuriant 
Soil, which tho? it produces the beſt and 
faireſt, of Fruits, yet without Art and Ma- 
nagement, it brings Te likewiſe Go ran- 
keft Weeds. 


Tr Us much of the Force at | Import 


of the former .Part of the Text, as it re- 


lates to the Uſe and Benefir of 2 Learned 


Education. 
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1 Tk next, Thing obſetvable in it is 
the Author and Original from whence its 
_ Advantages are derived to us. 


:, TRE Text ſays they are given from One 
Shepherd, that is, from GOD alone; whoſe 
tender Care and Providence in training 
up his People is frequently and aptly re- 
preſented in the Scriptures by the Office 
and Duty of a Shepherd towards his Flock 
For whatever Gifts and Abilities we are 
furniſh with ate entirely the Effects of 
GOD'S s Bounty, both as to the Gifts them- 
| ſelves, and the Uſe and Application of them 
to any. of the Purpoſes of Life. Every good 
and perfect Gift, ſays St. James, it Pam a- 
Bbove, and cometh down from the Father of 
Lights: That is, every Thing that does in 
any Way conduce to the Perfection and 
Happineſs of Man's N ature is from Hea- 
ven, and is infuſed and begotten in us by — 
GOD, the Fountain and Author of all Per- >| 
#eftion; ; Light in the Language of the Scri- { 
« -pture being commonly | put to dendte the 5 Bb 
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3 of Expreſſion, it is there uſed to RA 

Toy that Force of Reaſon and Underſtan- | 
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( 24) 
ding which is kindled in us; to diſcern a- 
right of Things; And this GO D, who is 
Wiſdom itſelf, is in an eminent manner the 


Author of. 


SOLOMON obſerves that it is his peculiar 
Prerogative to beſtow it: God giveth Wi. 


dom to the Wiſe, and Knowledge to them 


that know Underſtanding. And his Father 
before him hath taught us, that it is the 
Lord who teacheth Man Knowledge. This is 
the Light, ſays St. John, that enlighteneth 
every Man that cometh into the World : The 


higheſt Improvements of Reaſon and Un- 


derſtanding are but Candles lighted at this 
Torch; the brighteſt Genius ſhines but with 
a bor veel Luſtre, and is no other at beſt 


d Dn a Ray and Emanation from the Di- 


Dine Wiſdom. The 8th Verſe of the xxxii. 


Chapter of the Book of Job ſeems not un- 
ſuitable to our preſent. Purpoſe, There is, | 
ſaith he, 4 Spirit in Man, and the Inſpira- 
tion of the Almighty giveth Underſtanding. 
By Spirit is here underſtood the Reaſonable | 


Soul, or thoſe Powers of the: Mind which 


are the Organs of Reaſon, and wherein it | 
has its proper Seat and Exerciſe. As if he 
; hat id; There is a Power of Reaſoning 


in 


„ 1 l py Sh 8 


" vv 


a3 


in Man, or a Spirit which is able to diſ- 


courſe of Things, being a Faculty implan- 


ted in him # his Creation; but the Im- 
provement of this Faculty is the Work of 


God: The Diſpoſition of it in general, and 


Determination of it to this or that parti- 


cular Service and Uſe, is of the Lord, and 
*tis he which inſpires and furniſhes it with 


a its Knowledge. 


r  bleſſes the Inſtruments, nnd gives 
Force and Efficacy to the Means which are 
imploy'd in the Conveyance, and fits and 
prepares the Soul for the Reception of it. 
He is the Maſter Workman in the Divine 


Art of Creating and Building up the Man, 


that forms and faſhions him to all Great and 
Worthy Actions: That in the Language of 
the Text ſharpens the Goads, and faſiens 
the Nails, which he has put into the Hands 
of the Maſters of Aſſemlilies, our Preceptors 
and Tutoars; or in the plain and literal Senſe 
of the Words without a Figure, tis to the 
Divine Illumination alone that both the Be- 
ginning and all the gradual Acceſſes of Know- 
oa to its Perfection in any kind are to 
be aſcribed. 


D | HavIx G 
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HAVING thus as briefly as I could il- 


now in the laſt Place to draw an Taferevice 
or two from the Whole, and ſo conclude.” 


TAE moſt proper Application of what has 


gations, which flow from a diſtin Con- 
ſideration of the Two Particulars already in- 
ſiſted upon; namely, what is incumbent 
upon us, both as under the immediate Influ- 
ences of a Liberal Education, and the hap- 


vour to us in it. 


THE Duty ariſing from! the Firſt of 
theſe is Induſtry, or a conſtant and vigo- 
rous . Exerciſe of thoſe Abilities , which by 
the Methods of our Education we diſcover 
our ſelves to be endued with. If we put 
not forth our own Strength, and co-operate 
not with the Endeavours of thoſe who lend 


gled in the very Birth. 


ſtitution of the Soul as well as the Boch, and 


luſtrated the Doctrine of the Text; I come 


been ſaid will be, to point out thoſe Ob- 


py Experience of God Almighty's ſpecial Fa- 


us their Hand, we loſe the Uſe and Benefit 
of their Help, and our Kyowleage 18 ſtran- 1 


Tas Indaſtry alone that preſerves the Con- 


keeps 


6 


keeps its Faculties in their due Tone and 
Vigour. The ſteady Application of the Mind 
to Study renders it capable of Improvement z 
and patient of that Attention of Thought 


by which it is attained. It adds Force and Ex- 


tent to its Capacities, and prepares them for 


Undertakings of the r Difficulty and 7 
Honour. | 


Bur I need not enlarge upon this Head 


at preſent : All Exhortations to Induſtry be- 


ing per fectly needleſs in an Audience, where 
the Advantages of an Ingenuous Education 
do, by the Help and Exerciſe of this Virtue, 
make fo handſome a Figare in all Faculties 
and Profeſſions. 


I SALT checefins confine the remaining 
Inferences to ſuch as are more directly of a 
Religious Kind, and are the Reſult of a juſt 
Reflection on che Second Particular before- 
mentioned. And . are: 


1. Tua NTT wgts to God for the 


- Bleſſings of our Education. And 


2. Ao Improvement of it to his Glor 15 
the main End and Deſign of every | Diſpen- 
ſation of His Favour. N e 
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Tx E Duty of Thankfulneſs conſiſts in 


an inward grateful Reſentment of Bene- 


4 


fits received, and ſuch outward Expreſſions 
of it, as may beſt teſtify our Acknow- 
ledgments, and declare the Eſteem we have 
for them. Both of theſe admit of great 
Improvement, in Proportion to the Nature 
and Circumſtances of the Favour. The 
more conſiderable the Value of it, either in 
it {elf or Conſequences, the deeper always 
will our Sence of it be, and the more viſi- 
ble and conſpicuous the Manner of its af- 


{ing us. 


AL Publich Bleſſings do nn be- 
ſpeak publick Acknowledgements : - and it is 
but reaſonable in the Nature of Things, 
that where many have been Sharers toge- 
ther in the ſame Advantages, they ſhould 
unite and join in ſome common Teſtimo- 
ny of their Gratitude, 

THis ſeems to have been the Senſe of 
the World, in its Inſtitution of ſet Feſti. 
vals, and Anniverſary Cammemorations of 

any great and publick Bleſſings ; the united 
Praiſes, and jult Acclamations of Men up- 
on ſuch Occaſions have been always look'd 
upon to be more Honourary, and conſequent- 


ly 


(29) 


ly better pleaſing to God, and attended with 


more happy and general Effects. 


 Tross Circumſtances of Salemnity which 


| uſually accompany them are apt more ſenſibly 


to affect the Heart both of our ſelves and 
others: The Tranſports they beget in ſuch 
Caſes univerſally diſcover themſelves, by the 
Communication of which, we mutually 
raiſe each others Aﬀeftions, and heighten 


our Devotzors, 


BurT beſides ihe excellent Uſes of a 


 publick Commemoration of the Divine Bleſ. 


ſings, with Relation to our Religious Ad- 
dreſſes, and God's Acceptance of them; 


they are not leſs conſiderable in regard to 


our ſelves; eſpecially in the Caſe before us: 


THE Effects 1 a good Edixation, and 
G0 D's Bleſſing upon it, ſo viſibly diſplay- 
ed before our Eyes, muſt neceſſarily fill us 
with a Joy anſwerable to the happy Expe- 
rience we have of it; which upon ſuch Oc- 


caſions naturally loves to ſpread and propa- 
gate itſelf; We are apt to think our own 
Satisfaction imperfect, *cill we have excited 
the lame Degrees of f Complacency in others. 


This 


(30) 
This diffuſes an Air of Chearfulneſs and 
Alacrity thro? the whole Feſtivity : Our Mirth 
is not more improved by our Feaſting than 
our Feaſting by our Mirth ; they both im- 
part a mutual Reliſh to each other. 


HERE likewiſe the interchangeable En- 
dearments of former Friendſhip and Ac- 
quaintance are revived again, and receive 
ireſh Supplies of Matter both for their on 
tinuance and Uſe. 


3 of this Kind demon- 
ſtrate to our very Senſes the true Value of 
this Bleſſing, which tends to raiſe in us a 
ſuitable Veneration and Reſpect for the Me- 
mory of our Founders, Patrons, and Bene- 
factors, by whoſe Beneficence and Libera- 
lity it has been convey'd to us; and at the 
fame Time proves no ſmall Motive and En- 
couragement to us to follow their Exam- 
ples, in promoting upon this and all other 
Occaſions the Iutereſts of Learning, and * 
Profeſſe ours of it. 


"I D laſtly, as a further Advantage of 
ſuch public Appointments; here aur com- 
mon ov. and Inſtructor meets with ſome 

| ſenſible 


40 

ſenſible Returns of Pleaſure in the viſible 
| Succeſs of his Endeavours, for the many 
painful Exerciſes of his Patience, on the 
Frowardneſs, the Petulancy, and Untracta- 
bleneſs of our Youth ; and by our Atten- 
dance upon, and Part we bear in the S- 
lemnity, we expreſs the grateful Senſe we 
retain of it, in the moſt honourable and 
pleaſing manner. 


2. A SECOND Inftance of Duty col- 
lected from what has been faid is a due 
Improvement of this Bleſſing to the Honour 
and Glory of GOD, the main End and 


Deſign of every Diſpenſation of his Fa- 
vour. 


TER inward Abilities of the Mind, ſuch 
as Wiſdom, Knowledge, Underſtanding, Oe. 
being as much above all other Natural 
Gifts as the Son is more excellent than 
the Body; a greater Share of theſe muſt 
be Signs of God's particular Love, evident 
Tokens of his extraordinary Bounty to us; 


| and do therefore call for more eminent Ex- 


preſſions of Duty and Afe#tion on our Parts: 
For as nothing binds a generous Nature 
more than Kindneſs, ſo. no Kindneſs can be 


greater 


(32) 


greater than this, as which tends to pro- 


mote the chiefeſt Happineſs we are capa- 
ble of. It muſt therefore argue the moſt 
baſe and ſelfiſh Nature under ſuch repeat- 
ed . not to increaſe in Returns. 


Bur not to inſiſt: upon this, how con- 
ſiderable ſoever and rational an Inducement 


it be to us to pay our Great Benefactor a 


ſuitable Acknowledgment, we are moreover 
obliged thereto upon a Principle of Juftice, 
as well as Ingenuity and Gratitude, , 


Fox we muſt know God's Gifts are 
ſown and implanted, not laid up and trea- 


ſured in us: We are not as Store-houſes 
and Granaries, barely to preſerve what we 
are intruſted with; but we muſt look up- 
on ourſelves as improveable Ground, capa- 
ble to bring forth Fruit, ſome Thirty, ſome 
Sixty, and ſome an Hendred- fold, according 


to the dliſferent Cultivation which the Great 


Husbandman ſhall beſtow upon us. 


Gop has acl us here in tho World 
as his Stewards, put into our Hands ſome 
of his moſt precious Goods, to be laid 


out and employ'd in his Setvice, to his Ho- 
notir 
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| nour and Advantage; an Account of which, 
as by the Lau of common Juſtice and E- 
quity he may, ſo he will, call for, anſwer- 
able to the Truſc repdſed in us, and the | 
Means he has afforded us for the mn. | 
\ Dil charge of it. a 1 


* 


0 UR Lord a not in Tyranny 3» 
mand more of us than he has given us A- 
| bilities to return; and he cannot in Jultice 

; pm leſs. All the Feculties and Endows- 
ments of our Souls, which our Creator has 
been pleas'd to . us with, were be- 
ſtowed. on us not barely for Oſtentation and 
Ornament, but for Uſe and Action; and 
he that made none of them in vain, but 


— 


1 


b all for excellent Ends and Purpoſes, will 
: not be pleaſed that we ſhould ſuffer any 
5 of them to ruſt by Negligence, or to pu- 

trify and corrupt by Abuſe and wrong 4 
- | plication, 


b 
' 
Z 


; 'As the Great Proprietor of our Talente 
1 will riot countenance Sloth and Unfruitful- 
neſs in thoſe to whom he has vouchſafed 


4 them; much leſs will he bear the Affront 
©. of their being perverted to his Diſhonour, 
ir the Profanation of his Holy Name, and the 


=. . 


(34 ) | 
Diſſervice of Religion. We may be afſur 
nothing can be more provoking to GOD, 
and nothing that he does with more An- 
ger _ or will puniſh with greater Se. 


verity. 


Ir the unprovitable Servant, that hid his 
Lord's Talent in a Napkin, be conſigned 
to outer Darkneſs, what may we think 
will be his Doom that imploys it to vile 
and wicked Purpoſes? ? 


LE x us therefore eu, reflect upon 
the unſpeakable Mercy Gr God, that has 
diſtinguiſh'd us from the reſt of Mankind 
by ſo many and eminent Gifts; and conti- 
der to what Inſtances of Duty they natu- 
rally tend and direct themſelves; and with 

a Fidelity and Diligence proportionable to 

their Meaſure, endeavour to perform them; 
that ſo, when our Lord comes to call for 
an Account of our Stewardſhip, we may 
be all ready to give it up with a well- 
grounded Aſſurance of its Acceptance, and 
receive the moſt ineſtimable Reward an- 
nex'd to it, of entering into his Joy: Which 
GOD of his iafinite Mercy, &c. 
| 519 7 "WT 665 Ds 


